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The Recommendatory 


PREFACE 


1 Have peruſed theſe Diakguis with 

ſo much pleaſure, that had the 

author of them been intirely unknown, 

I ſhould have wiſh'd they might have 
been made publick. But I muſt de- 
Y fire it with the greater earneſtneſs, as 
they were written by a Lady with 
whoſe valuable character I have been 
acquainted many years, and who has 
been long imployed in the education 
of children, with great wiſdom, piety | 
and tenderneſs, ſo as to have been in- 
ſtrumental, by the divine bleſſing, in 
forming ſeveral to a temper and con- 
duct in many amiable inſtances reſem- 


bling her own. 
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PREFACE. 


TEE ſubject of moſt, or indeed all. 
of them will eaſily appear to be impor- 
tant; the thoughts and expreſſions, 
with ſuch little height'nings as muſt 
be allowed in all works of this kind, 
ſeem to me very natural; and I have 
the pleaſure to aſſure the reader that 
the dialggues themſelves are not intire- 
ly ficl itious, being generally formed on 
incidents that really occurred in life, 
and gave occaſion to ſuch kind of con- 
verſations as are here reprefented, 


Ir ſeems to me a very happy expe- 
dient thus to make children inſtruc- ' 
tors to each other. I queſtion not 


but theſe dialggues will be read with 


great pleaſure by thoſe of the like Age 
with the perſons repreſented as ſpeak- 
ing in them. Their curioſity will be 


| awaken'd, and their attention be en- 
{ gaged, by the variety of the charac- 


ters, as well as by the little ſtories 


which are the foundation of theſe diſ- 


courſes ; and the peruſal of them will 
the p 3 
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be an entertainment and reward rather 
than a labour, eſpecially if two chil- 
dren be employed in reading them to- 
gether, each taking its proper part. 
This will give an additional ſpirit 
to the dialogue; will make it yet 
more eaſily and diſtinctly under- 
ſtood; and under due management it 
may form them to that free, eaſy, and 
lively pronunciation, on which ſo ma- 
ny of the graces of reading and ſpeak- 
ing depend. , 


J hope the character of this little 
work, in concurrence with its mode- 
rate price, will introduce it into many 
families; and J will take the liberty to 
add, that where miniſters catechiſe the 
children of their congregations (which 
I hope is, or will be, generally prac- 
tiſed) this book, as well as the new 


edition of my worthy friend Dr. 


3 LYatts's Songs for children, with the 
4 agreeable compoſures added to it, may 
make a proper preſent for ſuch chil. 
dren as diſtinguiſh themſelves by learn- 
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ing their catechiſms with diligence and 
exactneſs. 


Ic0«econclude with my hearty prayers, 
that the divine bleſſing may ſo attend 
the one and the other, that the chil- 
dren of the preſent age may grow up 
deeply tinctured with thoſe religious 
ſentiments which are expreſs'd both 
| here and there in their different way 
with ſo much eaſe, fpirit, and pro- 


priety. : 


Northampton, June 8. 
1741. 
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s To thoſs younG ON Es, into a 
* Hands the following Drarocurs . 
| may come. 


S your uſe fulneſs i in life, and Buppineſs 
after death, has no ſmall dependance 
on theſe impreſſions that are made on Jour” 
minds in your tender years, and the notions 
= you now entertain, as to ſin and duty; no 
3 means ſhould be left untry'd that may have the 
= leaſt tendency to promote ſo valuable an end. 
And tho” I am 2 (and *tis with pleaſure 
J mention it) great helps have been afforded 
10 you by much abler hauds, yet I am in 
hopes this attempt will not be altogether 
uſeleſs ; having this however to recommend 
zt to you, that *tis new, which is no ſmall in- 
ducement to thoſe of your age to peruſe a book 
when they have no great inclination to read 
over again their old ones. I hope therefore 
F ſhall at leaſt gain a pardon from all that 
3 2ave am hand in your education, for a de. 
nn to convey inſtruction io you in ſo pleaſant 
. „ a way. And, as. I have ob. 
o ſerved 


vii To the young Readers. 
| ſerved this manner of writing is what you in 
general take delight in, I promiſe myſelf 
' your approbation Jo far, as that you will 
read it when put into your hands, But I 
have this further to beg of you, that you will 
read with due obſervation, and conſider which 
of the children ſpeaking beſt ſuits your cha- 
ratter as to temper and behaviour; for th I 
don't pretend theſe dialogues to be really ſpoken 
in the form here preſented to you, yet, as 1 
can aſſert the ſubſtance of them, eſpecially the 
k moſt experimental parts, to be fat from my 
{ own knowledge, I recommend them to you as 
examples for your imitation, that you may 
raiſe in your breaſts earneſt as res of coming 
up in knowledge and grace to the beſt there ; 
and then reſolve to fellow the pattern they here 
ſet you of doing what in you lies, lo make thoſe 
you converſe with good too. For as nothing 
tends more to the ruin of youth than the evil 
councils and bad examples of thoſe they converſe | 
with; ſo *tis not eaſy lo be thought how much 
glory might te brought to God, and good dnn 
to precious fouls, if thoſe of you who have been 
well inſtructed, and have been convinced of the 
worth of your own ſouls, and the neceſſity there 
is of devoting your ſelves to God in Chriſt, in 
order to ſecure your everlaſting happineſs, 
word do the ulnigſt to promote the lite ſerious 
impreſſi ons on hour companions. 

That 


To the young Readers. ix 
Dat what is here written may by a divine 
bleſſing attending it, be ſameways uſeful for the 
increaſe of the number of ſuch youth as may be 


the comfort of their friends, and the ornament 
of the church, may glorify their Creator here, | 


and be glori ified with him hereafter, is the 


earneſt defire of the author, who has near at 


ak the erg of the riſing generation. 
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2 My fer Sammy, and 29 pi 
| Saul en en 


HA T's the matt © B+. — 5 
look as if you had been a crying: 
Bil. My pappa has been angry. with me. 
Sam. What has he been angry with you for? 
Dil. I am aſhamed to tell you; 1 aye. been 


very naught indeed. 


m. Nay, but tell me what it Folk, If won't 


l | tell any body 5 and you. know 1 _ Een 
thing you alk me. 


Bil. I have told a lye. My pappa 0 me 


it; at laſt he made me own it, aud 1 wor- 

rected me. 1 
Sam. That was a little banks wine hat had 
made you confeſs, to correct you, without you 
had done ſomewhat very bad Acute * 
Bil. 
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2 FAMILIAR DfALOOU ES. 
Bil. No, that was but a ſmall fault: it was 


not what I did, but the denying it, T was cor - 


rected for; and I am ſure I deſerved it. 
Sam. Nay then, if you are ſatisfied, don't 
look ſo dull: come clear up, and be briſk, 
Bil. No, Sammy, I an't ſatisfied, for tho I have 
no reaſon to complain of my pappa, I have a 
great deal to be angry with my ſelf, that I 
ſhould offend ſo Kind a pappa, and what is 
worſe, make God angry with me. 
Sam. No, no, don't be concern'd about that. 
I have told a lye a great many times, and God 
was never angry with me, that I know of. 
Bil. No, it may be you don't know it, but 
God is very angry with us when we tell lyes, I 
never knew ſo much of it before, but my pap- 
has told me, what a ſad thing it is for chil- 
dren to tell lyes, and ſhow'd me where Chriſt 
has ſaid, that the devil is the father of liars ; and 
in another place, that all liars ſhall have their 


part in the lake that burns with fire and brim- 
tone; and is not this enough to grieve me? 


Sam. I don't know, I never was concerned 
about it. My pappa ſays, that tis a very naughty 
thing for children to tell lyes, but he never told 
me that God wou'd be angry with me, and that 
I ſhould be the devil's child if I did ; for then I 


believe Tſhould have been afraid as well as you. 


But are you ſure tis true? | 

Bil. Yes, I am ſure my pappa wou'd not 
have ſaid fo, if it was not. Beſides, I tell you 
he ſhewed it me in the word of God, and 
made me read to him in the 5th chapter of 
the Acts, how Ananias and Sapphira were ſtruck. 
dead for telling a lye. - Sam, 


Familiar Diatocurs; 3 


Sam. That was ſad indeed! J ought to bleſs 
God, that he has not ſtruck me dead then, chat 


have told ſo many. _ 
Bil. Well. Sammy, I hope we ſhall both take 


heed what we ſay for the future, and pray 
to God to forgive us what is paſt. 

Sam. Will God pardon us chen, if we don't 
tell any more? 

Bil. Ves; if we are ſorry, and pray him ſor 
Cbriſis ſake to forgive us; for my pappa told 


me, he has ſaid, whoſo confeſſeth and n 


bis |. , Hall find mercy. 


DIALOGUE II. 


Between Miſs Cha rlotte, and Mi Olivia, | 


on ra the Scripture. 


Char. I came to play with you Olivia, this 


afternoon, if I ma 
Oliv. Yes, Charlotte, why ſhould you queſtion 


| | it? for I am very glad to ſee you, and my 
mamma is always willing to have you here. 


Char. I was afraid you had got a taſk to 


learn, becauſe I faw you with a book in your 


hand, that made me fay ſo. 
Oliv. No, I was not a getting any thick; I 


| was only a reading a chapter to my ſelf. 


Char. You love reading better than 1, for 


I think I have reading enough at ſchool, I don” t 


love to read at home too. 
Oliv. Not love to read the word of God, 
W / *tis fad indeed if you don” t. 1 
B 2 Char, 
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Char. Yes, I like well enough to read it; 
but not at ſchool, and at home too 

Oliv. J read at ſchool as well as you, but 
J generally read a chapter to pappa or mamma 
deſides, and ſometimes to my ſelf. 

Char. If you like to read fo much, *tis no- 
thing to me; but I think you have no great 
occaſion for it, for you can read better than I. 

Oliv. No] can't; but that i Is not the chief 
thing I read at home for. 

Char. No! I thought what all children read 
their books for was to learn. 

Oliv. Pray what do other people read for i ? 
don' 1 pappa and mamma too read the 
bible! 

Char, Ves, but they read it to mind che 
ſenſe, which is nene of our buſineſs till \ we are 
bigger. 

Oliv. O dear Charlotte * t ſpeak ſo! what, 
is it none of our buſineſs to know what God 


bas ſaid to us in his word? 


Char, No, not till we are older, for we can't 
underftand it yet: I cart at leaſt, [ don't know 
what you do, 

Oliv. Yes, you and 1 too are capable of 


_ underſtanding ſomething of it, if we read it 


careſully ; nay, there's my little brother, who 


is not above five years old, will very often 


give my mamma an account of what he has 
been reading at ſchool, and if 'tis any Nun 
ſtory, will fel her moſt of it. 

. Char, Why, is there any pretty ſtories in the 
bible ? I love ftories dearly, but never found 
any pretty ones there. 

: Oliv. 
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Oliv. No, that's ſtrange indeed]! You might 
well ſay you did not underſtand what you 
read; but the reaſon is, becauſe you did not 
mind. 

Char. Ves, 1 do mind, or elſe how cou'd 1 | 
learn to read ? 

Oliv. You mind to read the words right, 
2 I find, not at all what you are reading a- 

out. 

Char. No indeed, that's true, for I always 
thought *twas what. I knew nothing of. 
But what are the Rorfes about? I ſhould 
like to mind them. 44 4 

Oliv. I am ſorry to fee you ſo janbrant i in- 
deed, Charlotte. ere you never taught who 
was the firſt man? and who was n in the 


ark when the world was drown'd? 


Char. Yes, I was taught thoſe queſtions 
when I was a ictle baby, and N in my 


primmer, 


. Oliv. Well, and don- t you remember SER 


ing theſe ſtories-when. you, was in the begi 
*% ning of Geneſis © Pn 


Cher. dic inchinh ents anoclian anne 
Oliv. Ves, and toward the. latter end i is all 
the ſtory of Jaſepb that his prothyeg fold into. 


Char. O, 1 remember that! was in thoſe 


gqueſtions; and there was one about Daniel's 


being put into the lion's den, is that in the 
bible too ? 

Oliv. Ves, that is in the 6th chapter of Dime 
viel; and in the 3d chapter is the ftory of 


the three children 1 in the fiery furnance, 
B 3 Char. 


bs FAX ir et 6 


Cdbur. Pll look theſe ſtories, and read them. 
But pray tell me what others there are ? 
Otto. Gbarlotte, there are ſo many that I 
can't tell you a quarter of them. In the New 
Teſtament; the firſt five books are Full of ory 
pretty ones. | 
Char. What are they about? 
Oliv. 1 hope, Charlotte, your mamma has 
told 923 that Jeſus Chrift came into the 
to ſave nel that he was born of the 


virgin Mary; that whilſt he liv'd here, he did 


x great many miracles, made the blind to ſee, 
the deaf to hear, the lame to walk, and raiſed 
the dead to life. 

-* Char. I don't know; if ſhe has, I bude "oy 


| 1 3 got. Is all this in the New Teſtament ? 


Oliv. Yes, as alſo how Chriſt was put to 
dezth on a croſs, how he roſe again in three 
„and afterwards aſcended into heaven. 
Char, Well, I believe TI ſhall love to read 
theſe ſtories; PII read ſome every day, und 
mind more what is read at ſchool. 
Oliv. Pray do, and I don't queſtion but 


you will be pleaſed with them. But I won't 


keep you any longer in talk about this, we'll 
go to play if you pleaſe, and have a little 


more diſcourſe next time I ſee 428 
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DIALOGUE . 


Between the ſame, on refleting on what 7s 


Oliv. You ſee, Charlette, T have ſoon return 
your viſit, and am glad to find you imploy'd 


as you found me. 1 

Char. Yes, Olivia, I have been reading 
ſome ſtories every day, ſince I was with you 7 
leaſed with them. 


* 


T am glad you put me upon it, for I have been 
mightily pl * ef 15 


Oliv. So I thought you would -when yow 


ſaid you lov'd ſtories, and T hope you will 
conſider what uſe 290 are to make of them, 


for *tis with that deſign they are written for us, 

Char. Dear Olivia, 1 muſt beg\yon to tell. 
me how I muſt do that, for I don't know, 
but J ſhall be willing to learn whatever you' 
will teach me, for I find that you have been 
better inſtructed than I, and know a great 


deal more. . 
Oliv. That I have had good inſtruction 1 
muſt own, for my pappa and mamma toe 
has taken a great deal of pains with me, but to 
my ſhame may I ſpeak it, I know but little; 
however I ſhall be very willing to tell you a- 
ny thing I do know, And as to what I was 
ſpeaking of, my pappa has often put me {when 
I have read a ſtory to him) on thinking what 
I was to learn out of it, that was particularly 
ſuitable to me, . e 
Char, 


8 FAMILIAR DrA Locus. 


Char. Pray make this a little plainer to me, 
for I don't well underſtand you. 
Oliv. I will if I can. Tell me what ſtory you 
have been reading now, Charlotte, and we'll ſee. 
what we are to learn from that, and then you 
will know what I mean. 
Char. J was a reading in the 2d book of 
Kings, 2d chap. about the children that mock'd 
the prophet Eliſba, and how two ſhe-bears came 
out of the wood, and tare forty- two of them. 
Oliv. That is a very remarkable ſtory indeed; 
what did you think when you read it? 
Char. I thought they were very wicked 
children, and God ſhewed how angry he was 
with them, by letting the bears kill them, 
Oliv. That was a very good thought, You 
remember what they ſaid, don't you? 
Char.' Yes, Go up thou bald head, go up thou 
bald head. . E FE 
Oliv. Well, and what made it fo wicked in 
them to ſay ſo? for tis to be thought *twas 
true that the prophet was bald. 
Char. I ſuppoſe *twas becauſe they fpake it 
to deride and jeer him; did they not? 
Oliv. Ves to be ſure they did. They cou'd not 
think what to ſay, to expreſs their ſcorn and 
contempt of this holy man, and fo jeer'd him 
on account of a natural defect. And ſure this 
| ſhould be a caution to all children (who are 
but too prone to this evil) never to expreſs their 
contempt of others, by mentioning any na- 
tural or accidental infirmity or defect. 
- Char. I did not think of this uſe of the ſtory 
before; but, as you ſay, tis indeed a very com- 
| mon 


lot 
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mon thing, when we would ſhow our anger 
againſt any, to call, em crogked, hump- 
back'd, bald-pated, one- eyed, or whatever 
other imperfection they may have, which this 
ſtory convinces me is very wrong. 

liv. It is indeed, and as my pappa told me 
when I read it to him, I ſhould. conſider, 


* 


that 'tis both fooliſh and wicked. Tis very 
filly to reflect on any one for what he can't 


help; and 'tis very wicked, as tis indeed re- 
flecting on God himſelf, who made us all, and 
for wiſe reaſons permitted thoſe defects in na- 
ture, or ſuffered thoſe accidents to befal them 
by which they came; and the dreadful lot of 
theſe children, methinks, ſhould be enough to 
check us, whenever we find any inclination, 
ſo much as to entertain a thought - of this na- 


ture; much rather ought we to turn our minds 


to thankfulneſs and praiſe to our gracious God, 
who has form'd us fo perfect, and preſerv'd us 
from any ray or deform'd, by fad diſaſters. 
Char, Dear Olivia, I am much obliged to 
you for giving me theſe good inſtructions; and 
as I have not the advantages of learning as 
you have, I hope you will be fo good as to tell 


. 


me a little more the next time we meet. 
Oli. That I will, moſt readily, And if you 

aſk me about any thing I don't know, Pit. 

pray pappa, or mamma, to tell me; and pray, 


my dear, come to ſec me quickly. 
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DIALOGUE IV. 


Between the ſame, on tbe death of a child 


Char. I have mage; a quick return of your. 
viſit. But what's the matter, dear Oirvig * 


what do * cry for? 
Oliv. Matter enough, Charlotte, my brother 


Philander is dead! 5 
Char. Dead! Jam very ſorry for that, when 
did he die? 5 

. Oliv. This morning about ten o clock. 
Cbar. He was well when you was with r me 
lat, was he not? pray what did he die of? 
Oliv. Yes, but he was took ill the next 
day; the doctor ſays 'twas a violent fever. . . I 
Char, But pray don't cry ſo much, you'll 
make your ſelf fick, and then you'll die too 
Oliv. No, I hope not; for I am afraid 1 
an't ſo fit to die as he was, I wiſh I were.” 
| _ Char, J hope you won't die, indeed I ſhou'd 
be very ſorry to loſe you; but I wonder. you | 
ſhou' d think Philander fitter to die than you. 
Oliv. Oh, Charlotte, he was always a very 
„ good child, 'be took a great deal of delight in 
hearing and reading good things; he would 
go by himſelf to prayevery. morning and night ; 
and I never remember his making pappa or 
mamma angry with him but once, and then he 
went by himſelf preſently to beg pardon of God 
for his diſobedience, and would not reſt till he , 
had obtain'd his pardon too. Char, 
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Char. He was an extraordinary child indeed 
of his age, but I think you are as good, I am 
ſure I never ſaw one that knew ſo much as you. 

Oliv. So much the worſe for me, Cherlatte, 
that I ſhould know ſo much of my duty, and 
do it no better; my dear brother that is gone, 
took care to put in practice what he knew. 

Char, So do you, I believe, for I have 


heard you much commended. 


Oliv. No indeed 1 have not, I have fre- 
quently diſpleaſed my parents, and often o- 
mitted ſecret prayer, which this dear little 
creature would reprove me for; and now he 
is gone, I wiſh I had minded him more. 

Char, Well come, pray don't cry any lon- 


ger; you may follow his advice now: and 1 
hope this account will do me good, for I am 


ſure Iam a great deal worſe than you; and if 
you are not fit to die, what will become of me ? 
Oliv. I hope God will give us repentance, 


and forgive our ſins, that when we die, we 


may go to heaven, where my dear brother is 
gone. For he told us he was going to God, 
and Chri/t, and bid us not to cry for him, 
but prepare to follow him; but ſometimes I 
fear I never ſhall. ER „ 
Char. I came to learn of you, not to teach 
you; but I can't forbear telling you of a place 
I read this morning, which I think is ſuitable 
to us, both for direction and incouragement, 
: Oliv. What is it, dear Charlotte? I long to 
ear. „ 
Char. It is in Ja. iv. 7. Let the: wicked 
forſake his ways, and the unrigbteous man his 
thoughts, and let him return to the Lord, and 
3 
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| he will have mercy upon him, and to our Gad, 
Fil LJ he will abundantly pardon. 

WE + Oliv. This is a ſeaſonable word indeed. God 

garant we may forſake every ſin, and ſincerel 

| return 'to him, and then we have his banks 
of pardon; and if our ſins are pardon'd, we 
may * 8 our en ſhall be IE y 21231 


o IA L 0 0 v E v. 
1 Between Mi if Chloe and Miſ i Dorind, 


ow hs 


on PRAYER. 


g o · My! pappa Ids given the deve to Peng 
this afternoon with you, if you. are 1 in- 8 
gaged. #1; $ ; 
Dor. No, Chloe, Tam no ways inge 1 
hall be ver glad of your company;  _ 
Ch]. What book was that you was N 


in when I came in? 
Dor. A very pretty book, Dr: | 2 8 


Prayers for children and youth ; did you never 


ſee it; here tis. 
Cbl. No, not as 1 remember. Is all this 
prayers ? 
; Great part of it, but here are alfo fome 
conſiderations to excite us to the duty, and 
ſome directions for the richt performance of 
it. 


Chl. And did you ever get any of theſe 
prapers?. 
or, Yes, my mamma 2 me the in- 


fant's prayer as ſoon as I could ſpeak; then 
the 
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the young child's, and now I have learn d thols 
for children of twelve years old. iv} 
: Chl; But you are not ſo old yet, how cams 
you to learn them? 

Dor. I am almoſt; and my mamma hav told 
me the meaning of thoſe words in them 1 _ | 
not underſtand. 

. Chl, But I ſuppoſe they are W 400 1 | 
ſhould not like to get — prayers, and be ob- 
liged to ſay them wy ner and night, 
as I ſuppoſe you do 

Dor. Why, Chloe“ 1 hope you do not think 
it a hardſhip to get any thing that is good, or 
to be ſo long imploy' d every day in praying to 
God. What prayers do you uſe ?. for I don't 
doubt but your pappa has inſtructed you in 
your duty, as to praying to God. 

l. Yes, indeed, my pappa has often talk's 
to me about it. When my mamma was alive, 
I remember I uſed to ſay the Lord's- prayer to 
her night and morning, and after her death 
a ſervant was ordered to hear me; but ſince I: 
grew bigger, that I was not required to ſay it 


to any body, to tell yau: the. uſd: tis v 
ſeldom 1 ſay it at all, zds! i 525 


Dor. I am very ſorry to hear this ** 
Chloe, and yet yu own Tour pappa has told 
you of your duty, | 

Cb. Yes, but I generally fotget it. 

Dor. Forget to pray to God, for the mercies 

ou want, that's ſad indeed ! If God ſhould thus 
forget y you, what do you think would become 
you? | 

Chl. Sometimes of an evening I think of it, 


but when 'tis dark I am afraid to go by my 


elf. | | C Dor, 


14 FAMILIAR DIALOGUES, 
| Der. I don't wonder that you are afraid if 
u fo ſeldom. pray to God to preſerve you, 
— my part, if I ſhould not commit my ſelf 
to the protection of God before I lie down, I 
ſhould fear he would be ſo angry with me, as 
to ſuffer ſome miſchief to come to me RE 
the morning light. | 
bl. But my pappa goes to prayer with! bs, 
and I don't * any need there is for me to 
Pr beſides. bs OL 
or. Indeed, Chloe, I am afruid by your talk, 
never prayed in your life. 
b J. Nay, Dorinda, now you wrong me, I 
am ſure; what, won't you believe me 
pos I make no doubt, my dear, of the truth 
of what you faid ; but I believe what you call 
praying, E * 
hl. Nay, I don't know what you mean now. 
Dor. Iwill tell you. I don't call it pray- 
ing, only to ſay the words that are in any 
prayer, or to kneel down whilſt the maſter of 
the family prays 3 this you ſeem to account 
pray ying. | 
Cl. Yes. I don't know what praying is, 
i this is not. I thought this was what every 
body call'd praying. 
Dor. No, Chloe, praying is a work of the 
heart, and without we ſend up our deſires to God, 
our prayers will do us no good; for tis the 
heart God looks at in all our approaches to him. 
Chl. You talk of what I don't well under- 
ſtand ; but I can't think but I have -pray'd to 
| God a great many times in my life. 45 
Dor. You tell me when you pray, you ſay 


hy Lord's-prayer ; now I would deſire you * | 
te . 


AAS 
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Lid me, with what temper of mind vou have 
id it? 

Chl. What temper of ming? indeed, Do- 
1 I don't know what you mean, I find 
you know a great deal more of theſe things 
than I; pray explain it to me. | 

What I mean is this, when you are 
Gaying, Our father which art in heaven, do you 
with awe and ee think of God as your 
heavenly father? do you find a deſire to love 
and 3 him as a child? When you are praying 


that he would forgive your fins, do you find a 8 


fenſe of ſin, and forrow for it? So in the reft, do 

our thoughts go along with your words, or do 
you only fay over what you was taught, and. 
think nothing about it? Likewiſe, when your 


pappa is at prayer, do you mind what he ſays, 


and lift up your heart to God, deſiring from him, 1 
the mercies pray d for? Now you. underſtand nn 


me, don't you ? 


Chl. Yes I do,' and muſt confeſs, that if this 
is praying, I never did (as you ſay) pray to God 
in my 

Dor. But, Chloe, T-hope you 2 will not omit it 
any longer, and that in ſecret as well as in the 
family ; for Chriſt bas commanded us to enter 


into our cloſet, and ſhut our doors, and there 


pray to our father who ſeeth in ſecret; and 


for our incouragement has promiſed, that theſe 


our ſecret devotions ſhall be rewarded openly... 
Cb. But my thoughts are almoſt always 
on my play, and I don't know how to fix 
them, as you talk, on good things. 
Der. The harder you find it to fix your 
mind, the more occalion have you to endea- 
a C2 1 vour 
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your it; and T am perſuaded, if you would, 
before you begin, fit down and conſider the 
many mercies you have receiv'd from God, and 
what you ſtand in need of, the many ſins you 
have committed, and the dreadful conſequences 
of them, if God ſhould not forgive them, even 
endleſs miſery ; I ſay, if you think over theſe 
things, you will not need many more con- 
ſiderations to put you into a ſerious temper 3 
.you will find your ſelf fo much concerned in 
the acceptance your prayers meet with, as will 
ut fervour into your defires. And if you 
pleaſe, I will lend you this book, becauſe I 
—_— theſe prayers are ſuch as you will under- 
and 
Chl. Pray do, and I will get ſome, and try 
eo uſe them in the manner you have directed 


Me. | 
Dor. You wilt find thei better directiom 


than I can give you, and pray God bleſs them 
to you, 


DIALOGUE VI. 


Between Miſs Emilia and Ms if Lemira, 4 
Keeping the SaBBATEH. 


Emil. If you won't be angry, Tan Pl 
tell you of a Fault ou was guilty of yeſterday. - 
Lem, No, Emilia, indeed I ſhan't, for [ know 


{7 you will do it out of love to me. 


Emil, I aſſure you J do, for my end is, that 
you may amend without correction; for I am 
ſure if your pappa knew what you did laſt 


night. he would be very angry. Lem. 
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Lem. I believe I gueſs what you . n 


pray tell me. 
pray eel I look'd in at the window as I. came 


from church, and * ou imployed very un- 
ſuitable to the da my mamma had not 
been with me, I TY Rr have ſpoke to you. 
Lem. I thought what you meant, and I wiſh. 
you had, it would have fav'd my brother and 
me a ſevere correction, for my pappa caught us 
at it; and after laying before us the evil we 
were guilty of, by profaning the Lord's-day, 
told us he ſhou'd give us deſerved. correction 
on the morrow, which we this morning had. 
Emil. I am very ſorry I did not ſpeak to 
you, but I thought my 4. did not ſee” 
you, and I was loth ſhe ſhould know. But 
methinks if it was the firſt time you had of- 
fended on this account, Mr. —— might have 
thought it ſufficient to convince you of the ſin, 
and reſerve the puniſhment, if you fhould be 
guilty again. I remember my mamma did ſo 
by me one Lord's-d ay night, after we came 
from church: I was got by myſelf, and very 
buſily engaged in play, when my mamma 
came into the room, ſhe was very angry with 
me, and took me up into her chamber, where 
ſhe turn'd me to, and caus'd me to read thoſe 
places of ſcripture wherein God commands us: 
to keep holy the ſabbath day; and alſo, where 
God ſpeaks of it as the great reproach of a. 
wicked people, that they faid, what a weari-: 
neſs is it to ſerve the Lord? and when will the 


ſabbath be ober? She likewiſe told me, that if 


inſtruction and reproof would not 00 the muſt- 


add correction next time. * 
.. Lem 


I % * _— 
Oy 3 


day. 
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Lem, Well, and was you never guilty of 


the ſame fault again? | 


Emil. Never ſo far as to be corrected for it. 
I never ſet myſelf to play again. I have not 
indeed improv'd the time between the publick 
worſhip as J ought to have done, in 'refleing 
on what I have heard, in reading or getting 
my catechiſm, herein J have too frequently 
been defective, which I am ſenſible is an evil; 
and what I ought to be more careful in. 
Lem. Ah! Emilia, your mamma, and my 
pappa, have acted both alike; and herein is 
the difference, that you were fo good and ſo 
wiſe, as to mend with reproofs; and I have 
been ſo fooliſh and wicked, that tho? I have 


| had them frequently repeated, they have had 


no effect upon me, which, as my pappa told 


me, oblig'd him to uſe ſeverer methods with 


7 "oF * 


= 


Emil. 1 am ſorry to hear this, Lemira, for 


- methinks that's a very diſingenuous mind that 


won't be wrought on without ſtripes. Don't 
you know what Solomon ſays; that a reproof 
entereth more into a wiſe man, than an hundred 
rides into a fool, © © 1 
Lem. Indeed I muſt own my ſelf very 
much to blame. I ſee my ſin and folly, but, 
alas! fo have I done a great many times, and 
been as angry with my ſelf as pappa has 
been with me; and yet it may be the next 
Lord's-day when no body was by, I have done 
the ſame, tho' T have been taught that the 
eye of God is always upon me, and that he 
takes notice whether I ſanctify or profane his 


Emil. 
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Emil. T know you have the advantage of 
good inſtruction as well as I, and I hope twill 
pleaſe God to bleſs it to you, and that you 
will never have occaſion for a reproof more 
on this account. 5 3 5 
Lem. I hope I ſhall not, Emilia. I give you 

many thanks for your good advice, and ſhall 
be glad of your company often, which I be- 
lieve will be very ferviceable to me; for tho? 
pappa is a very good man, and takes all oppor- 
tunities to inſtruct me, yet you know he has 
but little time for it, being much abroad. If 
my mamma had been alive, as your's is, I 
ſhould have had greater advantages; and, be- 
ſides, I can'talk more freely to you, than to my 


paphme 2-105 © 3 | 

Emil, I ſhall be very glad to be any ways of 
ſervice to you, and will be with you as often as 
1 Can. e 5 ö 5 3 N 


Beteween the ſame, on a | proud and haughty 


carriage towards INFERIORS. 


Lem. I am very glad to ſee you, I have 
been wiſhing for you all the afternoon, 
Emil. I thought I faw a little girl with you, 

I hope I have not ſent her away. © 
Lem. O, that's only a neighbour's daughter 
that I let come and play with me ſometimes 
when I'm alone; I don't mind ſending her a- 


way. n | 


Emil, 
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Emil. Nay, but pray let her come in 8 
I would not * her go upon my account, ſhe 
will be angry perhaps. 

Lem. So let her, if ſhe will, 14 t care; * | 
to tell you the truth, I den? t love ſhe ſhou'd; 
come, but my pappa has ſome acquaintance 
with her father and mother, and he fays 
they are very good people, and ſhe is a pretty 
civil child, 4, 40 will have her here often; but 
they are poor folks, and I don't think her fit 
company for me: however, as to affronting 
her, I can't do it, for if T cou'd, E ſhould have 
done it long ago. 

Emil. Lemira, I am lotli to be alway 8 n 
ing fault with you? but you took — I faid: 
laſt time to you, ſo well, that I. hope Lſhall. 
not offend you if I am free in ſpeaking again, 

Lem. No, Emilia, I ſhan't be angry, for I 
am ſure you ſpeak to me for my gooc. 

Emil. Then indeed, Lemira, I am ſorry to 
fee ſo much of a haughty temper as you have 
diſcover d concerning this child. - You know 
Pride | is very unbecoming as well as finful. _ 

Lem. I an't proud, not I; but I think it is- 
beneath a gentleman's daughter to keep com- 

pany with ſuch poor children. 
nil. Then I can aſſure you I very often act 
beneath my ſelf, for there's Lydia] ſuppoſe; 
you know her, don't you? 

Lem. Yes, I think her mother keeps a little: 
ſnop; I believe I bought ſome ribband of ber 
once, is it not ſhe you mean? _ 

Emil. Yes, tis ſhe, and I can aſſure you. 
ſome of the pleaſanteſt hours I ſpend are in that 
child's company, | 

Lem, 
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Lem. J can't tell what you admire in her; 
indeed, Emilia, I thought you had had a better 
fancy, I know the girl by fight, 
Emil. You know her 7b ſight, and the 
mean, thoꝰ decent appearance the makes, ren- 
ders her contemptible in your eyes; but I know 
her by intimate acquaintarice, and her handſome 
carriage, good temper, wit, and above all, good- 
neſs, renders her an agrecable companion to 
mow 
Lem. I don't know what ſhe may be, but i in 
8 TI hope you'll allow it mo proper to 
keep company with fuch as our ſelves. 
Emil. Yes, I grant *tis beſt when we can, 
to have ſuch for our intimates on this account, 
becauſe we are moſt likely to learn of them 
a behaviour ſuitable to the rank in which we 
are placed. But then, when we are with thoſe 
that are below us, we ſhou'd treat them with 
2 great deal of civility and kindneſs; Which 
by your own account, you have not this child 
we were ſpeaking of. | 
Lem. I am civil enough to her, T think; 
you would, not have me carry it to her as if 
ſhe was a 's ch man's daughter, would you? 
Emil. I wou'd have you behave towards her 
as a creature of the ſame rank of beings with 
yourſelf; and as conſidering that *tis God a- 
lone who has made a difference in the circum- 
ſtances of your parents and her's. But pray, 
before we go any further, what are her friends? 
for I thought by the x L had of her, ſhe 
lcok'd Lowe, well dreſs'd. PR. a 


- * 
„ e,, 
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Lem. Her father was deſign'd for a lawyer, 
and I have heard her ſay, was at Oxford for 
learning; but his father, thro* misfortunes, 
not being able to maintain him till he got into 
buſineſs, he was oblig'd to ſeek for a mainte- 
nance in a meaner way, and got a place which 
brings him in hardly enough to keep them. As 
to her dreſs indeed, ſhe generally goes neat e- 
nough, for her mother was a gentleman's 


daughter, and ſhe takes pains to have her make 


as genteel an appearance as ſhe can with what 
ſhe bas, which is chiefly my old clothes. . . -, 

Emil. Well, Lemira, now, I think you 
much more to blame than I did before. 0 

Lem. Why fo pray? 

Emil. Becauſe, for ought I can find, hs 
came of as good a family as we. 

Lem. What if ſhe did? J tell 
are ſo poor now, as to be glad of — old 
clothes. | 

Emil. Then, 88 to your notion, 1 
perceive if my pappa ſhou'd loſe his money, 
and grow poor, you wou'd not care to keep 
me company any longer. 

Lem. V 4 indeed I ſhould, ale; ; why 
ſhou'd you have ſuch a thought? 

Emil. Nay, I can think no otherwiſe, by, 
what you ſay your ſelf. At firſt I thought you 
only meant that you did not like to keep com · 
pany with the ordinary ſort of children; but 
now I find the chief of your objection lies in 
their parents not — * ſo much money as 
your's, and not being able to keep them ſo fine, 
Now I wou'd only have you conſider how you 


wou'd like it, ſuppoſing your pappa — 
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| loſe maſt of what he has, (as many merchants 
have done) if you found your ſelf ſlighted and 
deſpiſed on that account, and thought. unfit 
company for any of your old acquaintance ; 
what think, you of it, making the caſe your 
own; LEES 
Lem. J muſt confeſs I ſhould think it very 
hard. „ 
Emil. Then J hope you will ſee reaſon to 
change both your opinion and conduct, and be- 
ware of ſuch a temper and behaviour for the 
future; for the wiſeſt of men has told us, that 
pride goeth before deſiruftion, and a haughty 


ſpirit before a fall, And ſo- changeable, and 
uncertain is every thing in this world, that we 
know = e who now make ſo 
great a figure through our parents proſperity, 
— by — death, or loſſes, be dave wap 
low a condition as this child now is in; and 
ſhe may by Providence be raiſed to the height 
from which we fell, My mamma has fre- 
quently told me of ſuch. inftances, to teach me 
humility, and guard me againſt boaſting in 
what J at preſent enjoy. 273" e , 

Lem. I am fully convinc'd of the reaſona- 
bleneſs of your diſcourſe, and hope, my dear 
Emilia, that I ſhall think of, and endeavour 
to follow your good advice. TIM 


- 
- 


Df 
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DIALOGUE vi. 


Between the 1 on siexnzss nf 


4 


— — 


o * 


Emil. I was much concern'd when your 
man came and told me you was ſo ill you cou'd 
not come out. I could not be eaſy without 
getting leave of my: mamma to come and ſee 
4 
. Tem. That was very kind, Emilia, 1 00 
bad lat night, pappa thought I ſhould have 
died; but J am much better to dax. 

Emil, 1 am very glad of it, and hope twill. 
pleaſe God to reſtore you to health. What do 
you take? 

Lem. I don't know; a — deal of naſty 
ſtuff. But my doctor tells me I ſhall ſoon be 
well again if 1 take it, which makes me e do it 
willingly. : 

„ Emil. So you ſhould, and I hope you. pray 
1 to God to bleſs it to you. 

Len. What! ſhould I pray to Shin 
take my phyſick? I did not think of that. 

Emil, If we ſhould pray to God to bleſs, 
dur food, ſure we ſhould lift up our hearts to 

him to bleſs the phyſick we take, without 
{f which blefling it can do us no good, don't 
vou think we ſhould ? | 
Pi Lem. I believe we ſhould, but indeed I ne- 
ver did. It may be if J had, 1 ſhou'd have been 


l ; well before now. 
t 


FaNMIL IAR DrALOGUES. 25 


Emil. Don't you know we ſay concerning 
any thing, if it is not worth aſking for, tis 
not worth having; and ſure it don't look as if 
we thought our health of any value to us, 
when we never pray to God to reſtore it, if he 
has taken it away. | 

Lem. You ſay right; I will pray to God to 
make me well, for I am fure I ſhou'd be very 
lad to be about again, and fit to play. 

f I ſhou'd be as bad to night, as I was laſt 
night, I ſhou'd be, frighted out of my wits. 
Emil. J hope you will not: but what wou'd 
fright you ſo much if you ſhould ? 3 

Lem. Why, now know pappa thought I 
would have died: If I ſhou'd be ſo again, I 


| ſhou'd think ſo too. 


Emil. Jam ſure I ſhou'd be very ſorry if you 
ſhou'd die. But what makes you fo much a- 
fraid of dying? | 

Lem. What makes me afraid! is not every 
body loth to die? Who wou'd be willing to 
leave their friends, and be ſhut up in a cof- 
fn, and put into a grave for the worms to 
eat; I believe you would not, as much as you 
ſeem to wonder at me. 8 2 

Emil. J can't ſay but I have been much 
afraid of death, but on another account. | 

Lem. Then you have been afraid of dying 
i as I ; pray what were your reaſons for 
It! | | 

Emil, I fear'd I was not fit to die, and that 
I muſt go into everlaſting fire in hell, amongſt 
devils and miſerable creatures, 

Lem. That you had no reaſon to fear, for 

D you 
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you was always a good child, and none but 
wicked children go to the devil. 

Emil. No, Lemira, you are much miſtaken, 
I never was left to commit ſuch groſs ſins as 
ſome children are guilty of ; but we were all 
born with inclinations to that which is ſinful, 
and I have too much follow'd theſe ſinful de- 
fires in many inſtances, which made me juſtly 
fear the wrath of God due to ſin. 
Lem. I don't know, as to that I never had 
any fear about it ; for I thought as I was not 
ſo wicked as a great many children be, I 
ſhould go to heaven: and yet I always took 
you to be a great deal better than me, fo that [ 
can't but wonder you ſhou'd have ſuch thoughts 
of your ſelf! | 

Emil. O, Lemira ! 'tis not ſufficient for 
our ſalvation that we are better than ſome 
other children; that we don't tell lies, ſteal, 8 
take the name of God in vain, play upon the. 
Lord's-day, and ſuch groſs acts of fin ; theſe] 
you know we are reſtrain'd from, and were 
we guilty of, ſhould be corrected for by our 
parents, which many of theſe poor childrenf 
are not, but are it may be incouraged in by 
the example of their parents ; and therefore, 
in theſe things, *tis not that we are ſo much 
better than they, as that we have the happineſ 
of a better education, which makes the diffe 
rence ; that our friends take more care of us, 0 
elſe *tis to be fear'd, in moſt of theſe things, we 
ſhou'd have been as bad as they. We have tht 
ſame corrupt nature in us to diſpoſe us to evil 
and, you know, as to playing on the ſabbath, wi 

| | hay 
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e but WM have both been guilty, and ſhou'd perhaps have 


run much greater lengths, had we not been re- 


aken. ſtrain'd. | 


ins as Lem. That's true, I remember very well 


re all W what you mean, and muſt own, that not- 
:nful, W withſtanding all pappa's reproofs, and your 
ul de- counſels too, I ſhould have gone on, had not 
juitly W the fear of ſevere correction hinder'd me. 

| Emil. Then I hope you are convinc'd *tis 
r had WW not enough to have the character of good chil- 
as not dren, that we are better than ſome others, 
be, I when this is chiefly owing to our better in- 
took ſtrution. | | 
that I Lem. Tn part J am, but want to know who 
ughtsW are the good children in your account. | 
| Emil, They are ſuch as not only keep from 


at for theſe groſſer fins, but whatever elſe they are 
ſomeſſ taught is diſpleaſing to God; who are de- 
ſteal, firous to do whatever they know he requires 
on the of them, and with their whole hearts give up 
theſeſſ themſelves to God in Chriſt, ſenſihle of, and 
were ſorry for their. paſt ſins, applying by faith to 


y oui the blood of Chri/? for the pardon of them; 
ildren and who reſolve, by his grace, they will ſerve 
in by 


refore can be call'd good children in the ſenſe I 


much mean. 

ppineſ Lem. But I. don't know any children, ex- 
diffeiſ eept your ſelf, that are thus good. What, do 
us, oi all others go to hell when they die? 


gs, well Emil. After they are come of age to be ca- 
ve the pable of knowing the difference between fin 
) evil and duty, and have been inſtructed in the way 
th, will of ſalvation by Chri/, if they do not apply te 
have D 


2 Chrift 


him all their days. Theſe, and theſe only, 
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Chriſt for pardon and grace, and make it their 
conſtant endeavour to forfake fin, and keep 
the commandments of God, I can ſee no 
hope for them: For our Saviour expreſly 
fays, Except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe pe- 
7:/þ ; and that he who believeth not on him, 
#s under the wrath of Gad. TE 
Lem. Oh! what ſhall I do then! I have 
not been one of theſe good children you talk 
of; and if I ſhou'd grow worſe and die, what 
will become of me? 3 | 
Emil. Don't be affrighted, Lemira, I did not 
ſpeak to terrify you, but to-put you upon 
making a ſpeedy preparation for death. Chr:/# 
Feſus is ready to receive all who come to him, 
and has promiſed thoſe who ſeek him early 
D 
Lem. Well, methinks 1 ſee things quite 
otherwiſe than I: did. before. I am ſenſi- 
ble Lam a ſinner againſt God, and as ſuch. 
have deſerv'd to go to hell; and I can't but 
admire at the goodneſs of God, in ſparing me 
when I was fo bad, and giving me time to re- 
pPent. 5 | 
: Emi. Tis a. mercy: you ought to be very. 
thankful for, and I hope will be careful to 
improve; which that you may, I pray God 
carry on the convictions now made on your 
mind to a full refolution to give. up your ſelf 
to him, through Chr:/# the only redeemer. 1 
muſt now leave you, and hope you'll be well 
enough to come and ſee me. 


” 


Len. 


of 0 
OM... 
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Lem. Dear Emilia, I thank you for your 
good advice and kind wiſhes, and you may 
be ſure the firſt viſit I make will be to you. 


DIA UE IK 


Between the ſame, on the Peace of Mind in 
the near Views of Death and the Grave. 


Emil, J am very ſorry you are confin'd ftill,. 
Lemira ; I hop'd for the pleaſure of ſeeing 
you at our houſe before now, 

Lem. I am very ill indeed, rather worſe 
than better; and J muſt expect to be worſe: F 
ſtill, for I find the doctor thinks I am in a con- 
ſumption, and ſhan't live long. 1 

Emil. No, I hope not, Lemira; for I ſhowld: 
be ſadly griev'd if you ſhou'd die. 

Lem. As to that, I am now very eaſy ; for I 
truſt I have been inabled by the grace of God. 
to repent of my ſins, and believe in Chr:/t ;. 
and now I can ſubmit with chearfulneſs to the 
will of God, whatever it ſhall be. I hope, if it. 
ſhall pleaſe him to reſtore me, I ſhall be inabled 
to ſpend the reſidue of my days. in his fear, and: ' 
to his honour and glory; or if he ſhall ſee 
meet to remove me hence, I truſt he will re- 
ceive me into his glorious kingdom. above; the: 


proſpect of which happineſs has overcome all. 


thoſe fears of death I talk'd to you of, and: 


made me think of it with pleaſure... 
D 3. Emil. 
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Emil. O Lemira ! I cannot expreſs: the de- 
light and joy it raiſes in my breaſt to hear of 
this happy alteration in the temper of your 
mind. Pray how long have you enjoy'd this 
wy ſatisfaction? 

Lem. I ought to hide nothing from you, to 
whom under God I owe fo much, even my 
comfort here, and happineſs hereafter: and 

therefore [will give you as particular an ac- 
count as I can. After you was gone, I ſpent 
moſt of the evening in thinking over what had 
paſt ; nor was our converſation out of my mind 
long together all the next day. The concern 
I was under was fo great, that I believe it had 
no ſmall influence on my: health; That even- 
ing I was took exceeding ill, and my pappa 
perceiving me very dull, thought. company: 
might divert ine. He ſent for Lucy, the child 
15:3 we had the diſcourſe about; and tho? I have 
7 lik'd her much better, and carried it more 
I! Eindly to her ſince, yet I was not pleas'd 
at ſeeing her come in, for I wanted you to 
fpeak my mind to, or ſomebody that might 
give me fuitable advice, which I little: thought: 
her capable of doing, but ſo it proved. 

Emil. Well then I hope your fentiments 
about her are now ent! eee 

Lem. Alter'd, Emilia © ] love her as if ſhe 
were my ſiſter: I am hardly ever eaſy without 
her; I was. very forry ſhe cou'd not be here 
this afternoon, till I ſaw you come in; who, 
I aſſure you, are the only perſon whoſe com- 
pany cou'd make up the Joſs of her's, for I think. 
the knows almoſt as much as you. 
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Emil. That ſhe may ſoon do, and more too, 
for I know very little conſidering the advan- 


tages I have had; and perhaps Lucy may have 


had as good inſtruction as J. 
Lem. Her parents have taken a great deal 
of -pains with her; and ſhe has been as diligent 


to, improve by their inſtructions, as you wilb 


ſee by what I ſhall tell you. Juſt after ſhe 
came in, I was ſo bad that I could not forbear 


crying; at which ſhe ſeem'd much concern'd, 


and begg'd me not to cry, becauſe that would 


make me worſe. Oh! Lucy ſaid I, if you felt 


what I feel, you would cry too; for indeed 


the diſtreſs of my mind was greater than the 


pain of my body, which made me that I cou'd 
not contain my ſelf. Lucy then afk*d me 
where my pain was: I did not anſwer her pre- 


ſently ; but ſaid ſoftly, Oh! what ſhall I dot I 
what will become of me ! She overheard me, 


and ſaid pray don't be ſo much concern'd, I 
hope *twill-pleaſe God to fpare and recover 
you; but if not, if he takes you to himſelf, 


that will be better than living here. O but 


Lucy, ſaid I, I am not fit for death. But, 
replied ſhe, don't you know that God is rich: 


in mercy to all that call upon him; and if you if 
pray in ſincerity to him, he will beſtow than 


grace on you, that will make you meet for 


glory, When I found ſhe talk'd fo like you, 
it incouraged me to be free with her; and E 


told her part of our laſt: diſcourſe, and what 
had paſt in my own mind ſince the fears I was: 


under, with the reaſon I thought I had for 
them; to which ſhe replied, that ſhe was 


glad 
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glad to find I had ſuch a ſight and ſenſe of ſin ; 
and though there was the greateſt reaſon to 

mourn for our ſins, there was none to deſpair 
on their account, ſince Chri/? had invited every 
one who was weary of their fins and burden'd 
under them, to come to him and he would 
give them reſt; and can we indeed think that 
Chri/t came down from heaven, and laid down 


his life to ſave his people from their ſins, and 


yet that he will reject thoſe who come to im 
plore his aſſiſtance? But, ſaid I, how can I 1 
think that CHriſt will accept of me who have 


4 been guilty of fo many fins? I have play'd 


upon the Lord's-day, diſobey'd my pappa, and 

hardly ever prayed to God; what can I think 
will become of fo wicked a child as I, but to go 
to the devil ? To which ſhe replied, are you not 
heartily griev*d that you ſhou'd ſo often offend 
God, and your pappa ? And don't you now ' 
refolve by the grace of God, that if he ſhall 


ſpare your life, you will endeavour to perform 


our duty better; that you will according to: 
God's exhortation by the prophet Farah, eh. i. 


16, 17. Ceaſe to do evil, and learn to do well © : 


O yes, ſaid I, if I know = own heart, you 
have ſpoke it's ſincere defires, Methinks I 
would do or ſuffer any thing rather than offend: 
God as I have done, Well, ſaid Lucy, ſince 
yon are brought to ſuch a diſpoſition, hear 
what God ſays in the next verſe of that chap- 
ter, and think *tis you he thus ſpeaks to. Come 
and let us reaſon together Th your ſins be as 
ſcarlet, they ſhall be white as ſnow ; though they 
be read like crimſon, they ſhall be as wool. is 

| Mitte 
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Emil. She applied herſelf in a very ſuitable 
manner to you indeed, and with a great deal 


of judgment; pray what effect had it upon you? 


Lem. Thoſe laſt words ſeem'd as if they 


were indeed ſpoken by God himſelf to me; 


they were impreſs'd with ſuch power on my 


heart, as in an inſtant diſpelled all my fears, 


and caus'd me to rejoice in him, as a God 
pardoning my iniquities for the ſake of my 
dear redeemer, I could not forbear expreſſing 


the joy I felt in my ſoul at this diſcovery of the 
love of God, in Chrift, to me, which Lucy 


was not a little pleaſed to hear; and ſaid a great 


deal more than J can relate to you, to ſtrengthen 
and eonfim my hope and truſt in God; and 
ſhe is daily finding me out ſome promiſe or o- 
ther, which ſhe thinks ſuitable to my. preſent 
caſe, to ſupport me in this time of 'affliction, , ⁵⁶ 
and raiſe me above the fear of death, Thus, 
my dear Emilia, J have given' you a large ac- . 
count of the happy change which I truſt is 
wrought in me, and how you and Lucy have 


been made the means of it. = 
Emil. God is ſometimes pleaſed to work by 


the moſt unlikely means, to diſplay more fully 
his own power, that all the glory may redound. 
to him, to whom I truſt you do aſcribe it. And 
as nothing is too hard for almighty power, 


I hope He who has forgiven your iniqui- 


ties, will alſo heal your diſeaſes, that you may 
live a monument of his grace, and an inſtru- 


ment of promoting his glory. 1 
Lem. I know God can reſtore me, but as 


there is little room to think of life in my caſe, 


1 
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I chuſe rather to turn my mind from this to 
the other world, and take a view, tho' 'tis 
but a glimmering, of the glory of the heavenly 
ſtate, in order the more effectually to recon- 
cile me to a departure hence; and when 1 
think I ſhall be freed from fin, and freed from 
ſorrow, and be for ever in the preſence of God 
my father, and Chr:/? my dear redeemer, me- 
thinks TI am rather deſirous than loth to leave 
this world, and whatever is deareſt to me in 
it. DF 33 
Emil. Indeed death in this light muſt appear 
more the object of deſire than dread ; for he is 
to the good only a kind meſſenger ſent dy their 
father to bring them into his preſence, And 
though the body muſt lie for a while rotting in 
the grave, yet that we are aſſur'd ſhall be 
raiſed again, and made like to Chri/?s glorious 
body, when he ſhall come to judge the world. 
Lem. It ſhall fo, and in the mean while will 
feel no pain as it does now; fo that there ap- 
pears nothing at all ſhocking to me in this. I 
can commit this fleſh to the grave in a firm 
belief of a joyful and glorious reſurrection to 
everlaſting life. „„ . 
Emil. It rejoiceth me to find you thus got 
above the love of life, or the fear of death. But 
the thoughts of parting with you almoſt over- 
| whelms me, and I don't know how I ſhall bear 
the ſeparation when it comes. Ig | 
Lem. Nay, Emilia, I hope you that have 
taken ſo much pains to inſtrutt me in my du 
ty, won't want to be put in mind by me of 
the reaſonableneſs of ſubmitting to the will of 
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God; and as to parting, methinks the un- 


ſpeakable gain *twill be to me ſhould be ſuffi- 
cient to make you willing. Beſides, in a lit- 
tle time you will follow me, and then we ſhall 
meet never to part more, 

Emil. T hope theſe conſiderations will in 
ſome meaſure reconcile me to ſuch a provi- 
dence ; but yet I cannot but with ſubmiſſion 
beg for your reſtoration: and, in the mean 
time, pray God continue to ſupport and com- 
fort you with thoſe conſolations of his which 


are not ſmall, But I fear you are ſpent with b 


ſo much talking, and I have exceeded my 


time, I muſt therefore, dear Lemira, bid you 


adieu. 


Lem. Pray God bleſs you, my dear Emilia, 


and grant that if we ſhould not ſee each other 
again here, we may (as I doubt not we ſhall) 
| have, for this pee A parting, a joy ful moet 
ing in the manſions of ory above. 


AY 


DIALOGUE * 


B etween the A on Reccv ery from Sch neſs | 


Emil. O my Lemira, with what pleaſurtd do 
I fee you again, and ſo finely recover d! 

Lem. Since it has pleaſed God to call me 
back, there is no one the ſight of whom cou'd 
afford me an equal joy ; but you won 't be an- 
gry if I tell you that I hop'd &er this to be en- 
gaged in better company, 


Emil. 
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Emil. No, my dear, far from it; I rejoice 
in that grace which was ſo brightly diſplay'd, 
in not only carrying you patiently and cou- 


ragiouſly through ſickneſs, pain, and the near 


views of death ; but alſo filling your breaſt with 


| ardent longings after an admiſſion into thoſe 


| 
3 
: 


blitsful regions which the eye of faith took. fo 
| delightful a view of. But I truſt *tis in much 


mercy your time is lengthened out; and. I 
hope you not only with ſubmiſſion, but 
thankfulneſs, fall in with the alotment of Pro- 


vidence herein. 


Tem. Indeed I can't fay at firſt I did; it 


was no ſmall damp to my mind to think of 
coming back into a world where I knew I 


ſhould be always ſinning and frequently ſuf- 


fering, when I had hop'd to be admitted into 


| | thoſe pure and peaceable abades, where I ſhould 


neither ſin nor ſorrow more. But Lucy com- 


ing in, ſoon ſuggeſted ſuch conſiderations as 


brought my mind into a more ſuitable diſpo- 


ſition. 


Emil, Tas no ſmall comfort to me in my 
unwilling abſence from you, to think you had 
ſo able and kind an aſſiſtant. 

Lem. She was made exceeding uſeful to me 
indeed; and I hope I ſhall never forget the 


obligations I am under both to you and her, 


whom it has pleaſed God ſo remarkably to 


own in your kind endeavours for my ſpi- 


ritual and eternal welfare. And as I no leſs 


need the aſſiſtance both of your prayers for, 
and advice to me now, in order to a rig 


ht 
improvement of the new life I have receiv!d, 


I doubt 


— 
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5 doubt not you will be equally ready to grant 


| '” Emil You may depend on any aſſiſtance 1 
can give you; and though I am not capable 
of directing you in a work of ſuch importance, 
and of ſo large extent, as it really takes in all 
your future conduct, I am writing you ſome 
heads of diſcourſes I heard on the ſubje& of 
ſickneſs and pops: which 1 believe will be 
of no ſmall uſe to TY 
Lem. That is very kind indeed, Emilia. Jay 
cy yeſterday brought me ſome remarks ſhe had 
been reading on the parable of the labourers 
in the vineyard, which I was much pleaſed 
with; and particularly. this obſervation, that 
each one that was called in, did ſome work, 
though the length of time they labour'd was 
unequal. From whence this thought aroſe in 
my mind; I truſt my Lord hath call'd me, not 
only by his word, but by his ſpirit and graces ü 
but how unreaſonable was it to expect that I 
ſhould receive my penny who had not wrought 
one hour? It certainly therefore becomes me 
to inquire what is the work allotted me, * 
with vigour to ſet about it. 

Emil. A very juſt obſer vation; for we are 
not ſent into our Lord's vineyard to. ſquander 
away our time in wantonneſs and play, nor ta | 
waſte it in ſloth and negligence, but every ſer-* Ml 
vant there has his proper work n luited | 
to his age and capacity. 

Lem. But here again I am at a loſs; for tho? 

I truſt I find 2 ſincere and earneſt deſire to lay 


out my time and all m7 powers in nn 
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and for the honour of that God who has laid 
me under ſuch ſtrong obligations to him, and 
to whom I have ſolemnly devoted all I am, and 
have, yet I think my ſelf uncapable of doing 
any ſervice, and this gives me no {mall t unea- 
fines. 

Emil. No, 1 young as you are, you 
are capable, and by the divine aſſiſtance and 
blefling, will I doubt not be render'd very uſe- 
ful in your place. You. have a large acquaint- 
ance, and as it has pleaſed God to convince 
you by experience that he will ſometimes own 
and honour with ſucceſs the weakeſt endea- 
vours to ſerve him, this ſtrengthens your 
obligation to a like attempt, and ought to be 
a ſufficient incouragement to you to ſet about 
the work with chearfulneſs and vigour, 
Lem. You fay right, but alas! unſkilled 

as I am, how ſhall I go about a work of this 
nature? I can't but 4 I have often thought 
with no ſmall degree of pity and compaſſion of 
this or the other of my young friends; and 
often wiſh'd, and I truſt ' fincerely prayed, 
that God would open their eyes to ſee their 
need of a Saviour, the worth of their immortal 
fouls, and the value of that time they ſo care- 
leſsly trifle away. I have long'd to have them 
taſte thoſe moſt noble pleaſures which would 
render all their vain amuſements .mean and 
contemptible in their eyes: but Fou know 
moſt of them are my. ſuperiors in' rank, and 
older than I, and I fear I ſhall not have cou- 
— to apply to them, and ſhou'd expect = 


geriſion in return. 


r „nn 1 0 1 
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| think, 


Emil. Let but your breaſt be freſh warm'd 


with ſuch thoughts as you have now men- 


tioned, when. you come into their company, 
and join herewith the full conviction of your 
duty in this caſe, and I am perſuaded theſe 
ſentiments will- overcome all your backward- 


neſs, and even force open your mouth in the 
cauſe of God, and for the benefit of thoſe you 


converſe. with; as to the event, when we 
have diſcharged our duty, we muſt leave that 
with him who has all hearts in his hand, But 


this I can aſſure you, that I have ſeldom known 
a ſerious and affeRionate application fail of 


ſome ſucceſs; it has been attended with and 


left ſuch a conviction on the conſcience, 289 BM 
hath raiſed eſteem inftead of averſion,” even 
where it hath not been the happy means of 
changing the heart and life. But 7 it ſhould - 


in any inſtance produce the effect you fear} 
my dear mira, how you can take up 
your croſs' and follow your redeemer, (as eyery, 


true chriſtian proſeſſes it his reſolution to do 


if you can't ſtand the brunt of a profane: jerk 
or impious ſcoff: this * had no 


with me. 


Lem. You ng indeed all my objeRions, but 5 | 
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mall weight 4 


- — > — ow Wy * | 4 - Thus . 
n n 


ſil] I am at a loſs how to begin; and 'Fthink 


a good deal depends on the manner of intro- 
ducing a diſcourſe on ſuch ſubjects. | 


Emil. It does ſo, eſpecially with ſuch as the 
greateſt part of your acquaintance are; but 


herein I am too unfkilPd myſelf, only wou'd 
adviſe you to aſk, and you may hope to re- 
ceive, chat wiſdom which is probtadle to di- 

E 2. rect. 


| yerſes. 
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rect. But where a ſpeedy entrance on ſerious 
diſcourſe might have ſeem'd too abrupt, or to 
intrench on the rules of good breeding or mo- 
deſty, I have found my account in engaging 
them inſenſibly almoſt on fuch ſubjects, by re- 
peating ſome 'verſes ; firſt it may be on moral, 
and then divine ſubjects, and fo from ſome 
hints in them took occaſion to begin a diſ- 
courſe ; and I think you can ſay a great many 
Tien. Yes, and a great many more ſince 1 
| faw you, for Lucy was continually bringing 
me one copy or other that ſhe thought ſuited 
me, one of which J have brought with me; 
ſhe gave it me but yeſterday, fo I can't fay it 
perfect. | RA A REES Fant, | i SHES. 
Emil. Pray my dear read it. 

Lem. Twas made by a reverend and pious 
friend of theirs in the country for a young la- 
dy; and he being in town, Lucy got me a copy 
of it. Tis a thought on recovery from dan- 
gerous ſickneſs, in which much of the preſence 
of God had been experienc'd. Ky pe -Þ 


I. 


My God, thy ſervice well demandy - | 
The remnant of my days : - 


y was the fleeting breath renewd, 
| But to renew thy praiſe ? - 


1 | F F 3 
 Thine arms of everlaſting lobe, 
Did this weak frame ſuftain ; 


* den 


FMTETIAR Drazocurs; 41 


5 * When life in purple torrents flow'd 
5 8 every ming vein, 
= 3 
; ot III. 
i Thou whin the 8 of death ; were re fall 
: Didiſt thaſe the. fears of hell ; 5 
And teach me with my quit ing lips, 
, 215 Thy: nn grace to tall. ho 
344 þ ("Mp Wan 23:25 144 
| e ee 
Calm I bew/d my fainting bead ; 228 
| On thy dear faithful breaſt; 
| Pleay'd to obey my * call ray 
To his eternal . „ es vl 


Kita, thy 1 my go Ga. 3 | 
Did Im ſaul reſign, if 
"= In Ke ni dependance on that truth. ttt 
id ne 1 ne i 16 4 
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VI. 


Back from the borders of bo grave 
At thy command I come '' if 
Mr avou'd I urge a ſpeedier fight, _ 

T0 my cele Mial homie. 


"mM The lady's illneſs was a vomitting of bod 
attended with the moſt violent ly mptoms.. = 
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Where thou determind'/t my abode, 
There would I chuſe to be 
For in thy preſence death is life, 

And earth is heaven with thee. 


70 
| ? 
; 8 


Emil. Did you not tell me otherwiſe, I 
ſhou'd think they had been made on you. 
Tem. They are extremely ſuitable. Methinks 
when I read them, it brings me back to my 
ſick bed, and almoſt renews both the ſorrows 
and joys of it. And I hope this frequent re- 
view will be a means of keeping up thoſe live- 
ly affections which I find but too apt to cool, 
as I come more into the world again. 

Emil. We can't indeed be too much on our 
guard againſt the intanglements of a vain 


world, a tempting devil, and our own trea- 


cherous hearts; but our kind Redeemer has 
promiſed that his grace ſhall be ſufficient for 
us, and his ſtrength ſhall be made perfect in 
our weakneſs. Thus aided, thus ſtrengthen'd, 

u and I may go ſuceeſsfu]ly thro' every duty, 


and comfortably thro” every trial, till our work 


is over, both in doing and ſuffering the will 
of God, and we ſhall receive the end of our 
faith and patienee, even the compleat everlaſt- 
ing ſalvation of our-foul, a 
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DIALOGUE XI. | 


Between Miſs Philometa, and Mi Onde 1 | 
on Dil, igence, and Obeaience to r, _ 


Phil. 1 was in hopes I rout have how you 


yeſterday, Orinda, you talk'd of coming. ; 
Or. Ves and wou'd fain have. done it —5 Þ 


but my mamma would not let me. I aſk'd her 
a great many times; at laft ſhe told me, that if 
I aſk' d her once more, I ſhou'd not 80 this 
month, 
Phi. What was the matter? I hope your 


mamma is not afraid that I ſhou' d teach you 
any thing that is bad. 


Or. No, *T was not for that indeed, for my 


mamma often praiſes you to me, and tells me | 
that *tis a great favour that you will accept of 


my company, as I am ſo much younger than 


I was. about. 


Phi. If it was wanted, that was 2 very let 9 
reaſon, and you ſhou'd not have deſir d to ga 


out. 
Or. No, it was not wanted; but to tell 


you the truth, I ſhou'd have 3 it above a ill 
week ago. And ſo my mamma ſaid, becauſe i 
I had been. fo idle, I ſhould not go out till it 


was done. 


Phj. Nay then, to tell you the truth, Ori- 
da, I think your mamma ſery'd you very right, = 


5 
1 
4 
2. 
ö 


but to tell you the true reaſon, it was 
1 ſhe wou d make me nniſh ſome work iſ 
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# I am ſure mine wou'd have done the ſame. 
But then I hope you can come to day, 
| Or. Nd, I can't. For I was fo vext at not 
| going, that I cou'd not work; ſo that *tis ne- 
er the nearer being done for mu ſtaying at 
home. 
| Phi. I am ſorry you ſhou'd give me an ac- 
6ount of your ſelf fo different to what I always 
took you 5 ES 
Or. Why Philomela ? What 90 you mean? 
Phi. I thought you had been very dutiſul 
| | to your parents, and very diligent; in both 
which, I find by what vor fay, you are bes 6 
| defeRive. 
Oe. I don't think I ami undutiful Indeed; iF 
1 had flipt out (as I 'cou'd have done) and 
come to you, then you might have tax'd me 
with being undutiful. | 
| Phi, That would have been diſobedience 
in the higheſt degree. But you own you was 
ſo out of temper, that you did no warty 3 this 
| Proceeded from diſobedience. , 
. Or. How can that be? I did not ſpeak un- 
handſomly to mamma, I kept it to my ſelf. 
[- Pbi. That is as much as to ſay, you thought 
what you knew was not fit to ſpeak, which 
is diſreſpect to our parents, that God ſees and 
takes notice of, tho? we hide it from them ; and 
” tho? you did not ſpeak unhandſomly to your 
Stink, I think you did very unhandſomly 
by her, when ſhe kept you at home to finiſh 
your work, not to do it, which was in effect 
telling her, ſhe ſhould be ne'er the nearer for 
x keeping you; and you know, we . 
F 
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louder than words; and whatever you think 

of it, tis indeed diſobedience not to do what- | 
ever your mamma wou'd have you, chear- 4 
fully. 15 

Or. I did not omit doing of it becauſe 1 
wou'd diſobey my mamma, but becauſe I don' E: 
love work, 

Phi. Whether you love it or not, you ought 
to do it in obedience to your mamma. T 

Or, I can't think what my mamma wants me 
to do ſo much work for; I think tis enough | 
for poor children to work, that muſt help to 
keep themſelves | 

hi. Now herein you how your want of that 
honour and reſpect you ought to have for your 
mamma, by wondering at her conduct, and 
in effect blaming her for it; as though you 
were more capable of judging what is proper 
than ſhe, Don't you think ſhe loves you? 

Or. Ves, to be ſure ſhe does? what makes 
you aſk me ſuch a ſtrange queſtion ? ? 

Phi, Truly (my dear) Fthink it no firangs ; 
queſtion ; for oy our talk one muſt imagine, 
either that y 1 more ſenſe than your 

mamma, to be what is beſt for you; or, 
that if ſhe knows better than you, ſhe . 
love you well enough to conſider your good. 
Or. No indeed 1 don't think ſo, but wy * 
tell you I don't love work; and one can't da 
much of what is ſo very diſagreeable as ww 
is to me, 

Phi, I can't ſay I am very fund of work 2 a- 
ny more than you; but Jam willing to do it 
to * my mamma, and ſhe has often made 

me 


1 
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me to read thoſe places in the Proverbs which 
k againſt idleneſs, and recommend dili- 
| gence. Beſides, my mamma has told me of 
| ſome of her acquaintance, who, when they 
| were children, were as unlikely as I to want to 
work for their living; and yet, (ſome by the 
death of parents when they were young, o- 
| thers by loſſes or bad huſbands) were reduc'd 
| ſo as to be forced to maintain themſelves; and 
then they thought they could never be thank- 
ful enough to their parents for bringing them 
to work young, and giving them ſuch learn- 
ing, as inabled them to get their living in a 
genteel and creditable manner, Whereas, 
without theſe qualifications, they muſt have 
been obliged to ſubmit to ſome of the meaneſt 
and moſt laborious imployments, and hereby 
| have been ſorted with the loweſt ranks in life. 
: Now what think you of this, Orinda ? n 
Dr. Indeed Þ don't think about ik. My 
mamma has often told me ſuch; things; but 
don't mind them; I know ſhe does it only. to 
make me work hard, and mind my French 
and writing. 1451 i IST 0b 97d 43635 2 
© Phi. I fupp6ſe indeed that this is her reaſon 
Wr talking thus to you, and I think tis a 
very good one; I am ſorry it has had no better 
dffect on you; I am ſure I have been more di- 
gent in every part of my learning, ſince I was 

convinc'd that my duty to my mamma, the 

word of God, and the uncertainty of every 
thing in life, all agree to fequire me to make 
the beſt improvement I can of the liberal edu- 
cation my parents are ſo kind to me d 
q ole 
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Thoſe children who do not, act both very fool- 
iſhly for themſelves, and very undutifull ne 
ungratefully to their parents. _ 

Or. 1 muft own there ſeems to be ſome rea- 
fon in what you ſay; but yet I can't think 
my ſelf very undutiful, becauſe I do any thing 

ppa or mamma wou'd have me, except in 
this; and Ido learn mos tho not ſo faſt as thay 
would have me. 

Phi. No, I hope you 1 t Aae the ti- 
tle of a very undutiful child; but we ſhou'd 
not be at all guilty of this ſin: for don't you 
know we are commanded by God, to obey 
our parents in all things, except they bid us do 
what is ſinful, which I am ſure yours nor 
mine will not. And therefore, Orinda, I can 
aſſure you, every time we don't readily fall 
in with their pleaſure, every time we neglect 
doing what they bid us, whether in one in- 
ſtance or in another, we ſo often are guilty of 
breaking this command of God, and thus 
draw down his anger upon us, as well as theirs. 
And J have heard it obſerved, that no fin is 
ſa. frequently puniſhed in this rr as di ſobe- 

ience to parents; and no duty ſo commonly 
rewarded by God here, as a dutiful behaviour. 
] beg Weste dear Orinda, that you will 
ſeriouſly conſider theſe things; to which I will 


add, we have not only the commands and 


threatnings of God to excite us to the duty, 
and awe and reſtrain us from a contrary beha- i 
viour, but we have alſo promiſes to incourage 
us, and the examples of good children in all 
es, to ſtir us up to an imitation of _— 

| ve 
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dove all which, is the bright example of our 
dear redeemer; who though at twelve years 

old he was capable of converſing with - the 
learned doors to their wonder and aſtoniſh- 
ment, yet as a child went home with his mo- 
ther at command, and we read that he was 
ſubject to his parents. Now ſurely we can 
have no excuſe for not ſubmitting to our pa- 
rents, when he, the bleſſed Je, who was 
able to inſtru his, would yet yield a moſt 
ſubmiſſive obedience to them. You may read 
the ſtory, Luke, chap. ii. towards the latter end. 
Or. 4 convinced that I have done wrong, 
and juſtly offended both God and my Parents, 
and I promiſe you Tl try to amend. Ill go 
to work hard, and then 1 believe I ſhall have 
done to day, and if I have, I know my mam- 
ma will let me come and ſee you to mor- 
F _-Phil. Pray do, I ſhall be very glad to ſee 
vou, for indeed I have à great kindneſs for 

vou; and 1 hope you won't take any thing ill 
that I have faid, for 'tis purely out of love to 
vou, that I have been ſo free. | . 
Or. Philomela, I ſhou'd be very ungrateful 

if I did. I think my ſelf much oblig'd to you 
for the pains you have taken with me to make 
me ſenſible of my fault. I ſhall love you the 
better for it, and be more deſirous of your 
company than ever, now I find you both ſo 
able and willing to give me inſtruction and 
advice. | 0 
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phil What's the matter lars ET ng with 


wont to be fo' briſk and gay, 500.0 dull aft 


dejected? you ben't ſorfy Tam come to ſee | 


— 


My. No indeed, Phillis, * your 5 
aways. took pleaſare in; but'l ze aim u t 
rs reafon enough yo 10 4 WE 4 

Phil. W have | 
ſome fault? UN 15 e 
I have not been corrected, the! T muff 


own I defert'd it; for the reproofs I have had, 


have fu <onvinc'd me of the heinous nature 
L / 
Bßii. Pray what is Aye have done, ther 
you hus condemn your ſelf for? 5 

"My. Na ay, I can't blame my ſelf too mich, | 
and ſo I believe you will ſay when I tell you,' 
I have been guilty of wariton and very irreve- 
rent behaviour in the worſhip of God; and 
wie pou adds to my crime is, that I have 
frequently had the evil of it laid before me, 
and been corrected for it too, and yet have 
ſeveral times offended herein, both in publick 
and family. duties. im 

Fb I the caſe be _ Mira; 1 am very glad- 


to 
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to ſee this concern in you, and that you are 
at length brought to ſome ſenſe of your guilt ; 
for I muſt own ſuch a behaviour calls for deep 
repentance, and I hope you are griev'd both 
for the fo and bene. 8 
M. I hope Tam. I am ſure I have reafoni 
to be aſhamed that at my age, and under the 
inſtructions I have had, I ſhould behave ſo as to 
be taken notice of, either in the church or 
in the family. But when I conſider it as a 
in 1 God, it fills me with fear leſt he 
ſhou' d, as he juſtly might, avenge himſelf on 
ſuch a profaner of his name, and trifler in his 
lite been 
: Phil. Indeed there is the greateſt reaſon 
to guard againſt an unbecoming behaviour in 
the worſhip of that God who is great, and 
greatly to be fear'd, and who has told us he 
will be had in reverence of all them that draw 
nigh to him; and J hope as you ſeem ſo ſenſible 
of your ſin, you will earneſtly implore par- 
don, and not only confeſs, but forſake, ſince 
tis only to ſuch as ſo do, the promiſe of mercy 
Z 
My. hope I ſhall; but indeed, Phillis, I am 
of ſo giddy thoughtleſs a temper, that when I 
take up a reſolution of amending, I break thro? 
it the next temptation that offers. 


Phil. You have then the more need to im- 
plore the aids of divine grace to fix and con- 
firm you in your good purpoſes. And if you 
pleaſe, I will give you a few directions that 
were given me, and which I have found of 


great advantage. 
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Ay. Dear Phillis tell me them, for I ſhall 
be glad of any aſſiſtance you can give me. 
Phil. I was adviſed to conſider before I en- 
gaged in duty, What it was going to engage 
in. A religious duty. A work of all others, 


the moſt important I can be imployed in, n 
my ſucceſs in which my everlaſting happi- 


neſs does depend. Again, that I ſhould think 


who it is ] am to have to do with in every 5 


part of worſhip, and that is the great 
God, the maker of heaven and earth. In 
prayer, I am pretending (at leaft) to be ſpeak- 
ing to him, confeffing my fins, and begging 
pardon for them, praiſing him for thoſe mer- 
cies I have receiv'd, and praying him to be- 
ſtow on me thoſe I want: In hearing, God 


himſelf is ſpeaking to me; for ſo far as what 


the miniſter ſays is agreeable to the word of 
God, fo far 'tis God himſelf ſpeaks to us by 
him. And if it is very unbecoming, when our 
parents, governeſs, or any of our ſuperiors. 
ſpeak to us, to take no notice of what they 
ſay ; certainly it muſt appear much more ab- 
ſurd, when our heavenly. Father is declaring, 
his will to us, and letting us know-what he: 
expects we ſhou'd do, to manifeſt by our be- 
haviour to all around us, that we ſhow no 
regard to him, are all the while taken up with 
trifles, if .not worſe.” Another, which is the 
laſt direction I ſhall recommend to you, is al- 
ways 'to keep in ſuch poſture nay bave the 
greateſt tendency to compoſe you to ſeriouſneſs; 
eſpecially to ſet a guard upon your eyes, which 
are the great inlets * unſuitable thoughts 
| * 3 as 


— 
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as are a temptation to wanton and irreverent 
carriage; for where there is a wandering eye, I 
believe there is ſeldom a fixed thought. I fup- 
poſe the deſign of hiding the face with a fan in 
prayer, fo generally uſed, is, that the eyes 
may be kept from all ſurrounding objects, and 
either cloſed, or turn'd upwards towards hea- 
ven, whilſt we are invoking the God of hea- 
ven; and in hearing, the keeping the eye 
xd on the miniſter, ' would have a great 
tendency to keep up our attention to what 
he . and is on that account very proper, 
as alſo that good manners require our turning 
townrds, and lookin g on our on, 182 
they are giving us their inſtruQions. © 
A. I thank you very kindly, Phillie, and 1 
hope F ſhall remember theſe directions, and 
. you Fll try to put them in practice, 88 
next time I ſee you, will tell you my ſudceſs. 
Phil. Pray do. I believe my time is nea 
'Expir'd; but before I go, Pl ſay you ume 
verſe that were made on trifling rid the worſhip. 
of the great God, by a pious and ingenious: 
miniſter, ' for the us of children; if you « fie) 
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: When angels bow before the Lord. 
And devils tremble at bis word; 


Shall J, a finful i, dare een 
Te 0 mock; and Jport, and 2 4. 7 
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by 6 Hi s wrath migh ph rite my * head, 
ea 


| we from heav'n might lay me 255 
| 404 f Ms foul to duell 
25 "alia the gloomy flames of hell. 


When rk the 1 of ears. Pall comp 50 15 | 


To call me to my lateſt home, 
| The thoughts of ſuch a ſhameful part 
With butter pain may . my. heart. 7 


k 


| Great G od,” PROM fe * mild, 
Forgive he W a child; 
Teach me to pray, and mind thy word, 
Dat I may learn to FN the Lord. 


th I ſhalt be much obliged to you Fr 70 
ill Jovi them for me, for I am ſure they are 
very ſuitable ; and I ſuppoſe it was ſome ſuch 
naughty child as I that oceaſionꝰd the gentle 
man's making of them. | 
Phil. I believe it might ; T Abo not the 
effect they have had, but heartily wiſh they 
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may be a means of impreſſing with the greateſt 

ſeriouſneſs in worſhip all thoſe young ones 

* Myra, I hope to ſee you ſoon at our 
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ring what 


My. I am as good as my word, Phillis, I 
eame'to night on purpoſe to tell you what 
good your inſtructions have done me, and the 


verſes you ſent me, which I have got by 


heart. 
Phil. I ſhall be very glad to hear that I have 
been any ways ſerviceable to ou. 
My. When you was gone, I wrote down 
the directions you gave me, becauſe I know 
I have a very bad memory, and I have read 


them over and over, and endeavoured to think 


of them and put them in practice, both in 
publick and family worſhip ; and J have found 
my ſelf much leſs diſpoſed to any unbecoming 
deportment ; and laſt: Lord's-day I remem- 
ber'd more than ever I did in my life. 


of * T 


Phil. 1 don't wonder you remember'd 


more, for the occaſion of young perſons not 


remembering, is generally inattention ; and 


indeed how ſhou'd they. remember what the 


e  "— 


miniſter ſays, when they are thinking on other 
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thought 


then I attended diligently to find out what in 
the diſcourſe was moſt fuitable to me; and | 
from that time I found it no difficulty t: to give | 


— therefore with my mamma would not aſk 


you can't conceive how much your memory 


thing in order, I am ſure; and I am too big 


has, 1 had no memory, and therefore 


quired of me. 


Phil. So did I, two years ago; ihr 1 ad 


not been us d to mind, and when Tmuſt — 1 


ſomething, or have anger, I uſed to get 


place of ſcripture or a ſentence or two of Auf | 
the bigger ones, that I might have ſome what 
5 fay to my governeſs, and this I thought e- 


h. But when it pleaſed God to fee” home 


te inſtructions I had on my heart, and I be- 


gan to ſee my own concern in the word 
preach'd, I ſoon heard in another manner; 


ſome tolerable account of a ſermon. 

W. You have to be ſure a much better 
nivinory than 1; for as to a tolerable account 
of a ſermon, I {hall never be able to give it,” 


557% Don't ſay 10, 1 ra, for 1 in affare | 
you I am very thankful that an Account 
required of me; for till you have tried a while; | 


will improve by uling it. 
My. But I ſhall never be able to tell any 


now 


Fanre IAA Df $2 | 


things moſt of the time? ſo that they but ſel⸗ | 
dom take notite enough even to hear the il 
Words much leſs to reta them. t 572008 ö | 

5. I believe indeed what you fay is true; 
22 0. ugh J uſed to think it excuſe ſufficient for | 


very hard that an account a re- | 
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now to ſay a few proofs, and a ſentence or two 
like a little child, I ſuppoſe you can tell 
ſome heads, can't you? 
Phil. Yes, Myra, when they : are not very 
long, I can commonly tell moſt of them. 
44. So I thought, and if I could do fo, I 

| ſhould like to do it very well; but that Ti ne- 
ver ſhall. 
P)hil. I don't at all queſtion your doing! it in 
' a very little time, if you go on to attend dili- 
| gently ; for hereb' your knowledge will in- 
| creaſe, which will . help to your me- 
mory: and above all, if you once come to be 
throughly ſenſible how nearly you are con- 
cern'd herein, this will impreſs on your me- 
mory, as well as heart, what you hear. And 
as to the method, as you 15 the advantage 
of being inſtructed herein, you'll ſoon come to 
*} underſtand it, which is one great benefit we 
receive by being examin'd; for I have heard 
2 great many people lament. it, that they were 
not put into a method of remembring when. 
1 they were young, and ſpeak of it as the reaſon 

122 why they cou'd never give a regular account 
il 

'Y 

w 


* 3 N e » Nr — ” 


of any . ; therefore let me beg you to 
4 go on with diligence, and you need not fear ſuc- 


ceeding. 
Ay. You give me ſome hope indeed; T'II 


| try, and {ce if I can remember more next. 
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DI A- 


nn Guns. 5+ | 


FCC | 

ts 17 {ix +5433 $02 4 £33 37 | | 1": aq 1 "ot fi1 4 5 
1 4 O GU, E XIV; | 
c ri ketſs ni. £71,1uq bak ou tt. mn 
es the Jane, an. eps * ke | 
$327 8 v3 | What 10 HEAT 4 L oy: 1 | 


Pöl Well, Myra, Dhchoy du SANDY es” | 
as yout word, and gave a * ent ee 
what you heard yeſterday | | ws 2 2 
Ay. T it, but but 1 am "1 
Saduy tie hard — mig 3 and my 
— I am fatisfied' is "bad; ey whit. 
Phil But L hops: yo reehcinber's' 4 kette 
more han you did laft gd to 22221991008 i 

. Tes indeed fo did, my mammæ 
praiſed me very much. 
Phil. Then "Tink ou have Tallicient en- 
couragement to goon. ray did you not thinks 
Mr. very excellent. 
Ay. Yes, I thought he was; I nas much 
aFocked: wür dome phſſhees: in ide Noting — K 
Phil” Pray whit were they r: 
. Eean't give ve, good: benen dut lk 1 
was in the uſe of examination, and ad% whett | 
he was 'prefling the + exhortation in the texkt. 
Pjbpil. He was very a nate in that part; 3 
and J hope, as you took particular notice of i it, 
* according to his direction put the queſtion! 

e your ſelf, whether you Have heard the dart 
of Gh in the OT TREE n 
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W. I can't fay but I had ſome thoughts a- 
bout my ſelf whilſt I was hearing; and alſo 
at night, when mamma talk?d over the ſer- 
mon to me, and put me upon applying it to 
my (elf. r ⅛ . OB ned et” 

| * "Phil. Well, and which of the two ſorts did 
you think you muſt count your ſelf among? 
WM. Truly I ſaw reaſon enough to conclude 
that I had not hearkned to the voice of Chriſt, 
nor accepted of him and the ſalvation he of- 

fers. But, alas! I am ſo cateleſs that I have 
not had a thought about it to day. 

5 P Bil. But, Ara, don't -you think it a ſad 
thing that you ſhou'd find reaſon to draw ſuch 
a concluſion againſt your ſelf, and yet be un- 
concern'd about it, the you had the dreadful. 
conſequences of hardening the | heart againſt. 
the calls of Chriſt ſer before you in fo awful 
a manner ? een 90 Dan 79 
Hy. Tis very true; but you who are more 
grave and ſolid,” can't think how difficult *tis 

or me to fix my mind on any thing long to- 
% 

Phil. Ves I can; for I was as thoughtleſs 

as you can be, and found it as hard to take o 
my mind from thoſe trifling, amuſements that 
take up childrens time and thoughts, But when- 
it pleaſed God to 'convince me of the value 
of my immortal ſoul, and the abfolute ne- 
= ceflity there was of my applying to Chriſt for 
= falvation in that way the goſpel propoſes, if I 
W wou'd. eſcape the wrath . to come; then, I. 
fay, I ſoon found my thoughts begin to fix on, 
theſe important ſubjects: and fo will. your's if 
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once: you come to a full conviction of theſe 


things. Do you think a'petſon that has been 


condemnꝰd to die; can have long out of his 
mind the ſentence he heard read No more 
will you be able to throw out of your thoughts 
thoſe threatnings that are in the word of God 


againſt the ſinner, till you come to ſome good. 


hope that you have obtainꝰd a pardon-. 
A. Dear Phillis, I am xonvine'd my con- 
dition is very fad; but what ſhall dos? 
Phil. You were told yeſterday what *tis to 
hear Chri/s voice, and to accept of his ſalva- 
tion; you may turn thoſe IR, into Us. 
cu 15 
My. I don't remainder ins but 1 can get 
my. mamma to tell me them again 
Phil. Pray do, and above all, be very ear- | 
neſt in your prayers to God that he will IT 
on. convictions to converſion. EEE 


*F3 9 


DIALOGUE XV." 


- 


Between the ſame, on Incourage emany recived 
| in es. 


* 


: 


| 2h. My 1 Phillis, 1 am n exceeding glad 


to ſes you. | 64411 e ung 07 3 


Phi. I came as ſoon wil -cou'd;' boden I: 1 
long to know whether thoſe convictions you 
was under when 1 leſt you bad any farther 


influence on you. 


4h. 1 bora they dang! Þ bb N 


re: 
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reſlected on what then paſt, and got my mam 
ma to tell me thoſe heads, which I. wrote 
down. But I have! had many diſcouraging 
fears; and what hath gteatly added to the 
concern I was under, was the news we had 
this — — eee of er e Nr 
u know is: juſt about my agmGmmeee. 
1 550 That is indeed ru loud call: to you, 
and all of us young ones, to prepare ſor death 
without delay. Tis very awful to think, 
that he who was ſo well, as to be at play a- 
bout the houſe laſt night, fhou'd before this 
morning light be calPd into the eternal world. 
Ss Here is n_ indeed to quicken you to di- 
Ss Hgence, but nothing to drive you to defpair ; 
'$ = ought rather; with: drab fulnaks and 
praiſe to adore the divine goodneſs and mercy 
in ſparing you, and giving you time and ſpace 
for repentance, and the incouraging promiſes 
made to every repenting, returning ſinner, 
we have had fully laid before us this afternoon. 
A, So we have, and hat ig whet I was 
going to tell you, I can't but admire the good- 
neſs. of God in ſending me fo ſuitable a word. 
Methought twas as if /Mr.—had known 
all that had paſt in- my mind, and preach'd the 
ſermon on purpoſe for me, That when I 
was under fuch diſtreſſing fears ' leaſt Chri/? 
ſhould refuſe to receive me into his favour, I. 
ſhou'd as it were hear him ſay to me, I 
laue them that love me, and thoſe that ſer me 
early. ſhall find me. Phe comfort I received 
from this diſcourſe, and the pleaſure that it fill'd 
my mind with, to hope that. I ſhou'd . 


— BawanrancDparacurt 63. 
dled ſo to ſeek Chrithin my tender. ear I e, 
find him, and be partaker of his grace and 
love, is too great for me to expreſs. * 4 
= am rejoiceg. t nd ve. ob- 
tain' 6 ch in 1295 Wind, ; 
and I hope God r ect at he has be- 
BY in ES kk Foo race to devote 
your ſelf intirely to him, And alſo to perſevere. 
in his ways. | 
A. God grant I may. Lam ſenſible t have 
a deceitful heart within, and there's a tempt» 
ing devil, and an inſnaring world wühaut, 
all which will. try fo dtau me of. from: God 
andi my duty. 13 under the diſcouragements 
ſuch 5 have occaſioned me, ſinee I came 
home, that place came with weight on my 
mind, Ady grace is fuſficient for thee, my ſtrength 
is made perfett in weakneſs ; and thus ſtrengi - 
ened, I may perform the hardeſt duties, and 
bear the heavieſt affliction. O Phrlles, there is 
ſo much difference between the temper af m 
mind now, and What it has been for ſame 
da ys, that I ſeem as if I was in another world. 
1 feal within my breaſt a Joy which L neves 
felt before. 
| P3il, No, Myra, tha joys that flow — 
religion can only be felt by thoſe whoſe hearts 
are chang'd by the grace of God. This isa 
joy that the ſttanger intermeddles not with 
knows nothing of, a joy vaſtly exceeſling that 
pleaſure which ariſes from any of our youth- 
ful recreations; and may you, my dear Mera, 
increaſe in this and 8 other 482. till you 
e 


* 
PX : 


C ˙ A 8 ana bi 


562 Famitian Drarocves. 
are made meet for the world e 
unmixed Joy . 5 . 


DIALOGUE XVI. 


dune 27 Eliza and Miſe Maria t 
| . „ 


Af. Pray, Eliza, fit fk 2 little, for 1 
want to have ſome talk with . 
Eli. That I will willingly, for my mamma 
is ſo engaged in company, that ſhe won't want 
us yet; what is it you have got to tell me? 
Ada. I believe you cou'd not but perceive 
the concern I was under. at Miſs ——'5$ death, 
for I had a great kindneſs for her ; and as we 
were much of an age, you know ſhe was a 
very ſuitable companion for me. But the 
| concern for her death, has been, ſince the nighe 
the was buried, chang'd into the greateſt fear 
and perplexity about my ſelf. — remember 
what diſcourſe you and 1 had that evening, 
don't you ? 
Eli. Yes, ſomewhat of i it. I remember I 
took erg from this inſtance of mortality, 
to remind you of the uncertainty of life; and 
obſerved — the voice of every ſuch: yore: 
dence to us is, Be ye alſo ready. 
Aa. You did ſa, and alſo told me e that we 
ought to put the queſtion to our ſelves, Am J 
ready to die? that I might have been taken, 
and ſhe left to have bt; up the pall at my 
tugxcral, as I have done at her's; that it was 


not 


any deep impreſſion on your mind. 7 


ſtrict inquiry, ſaw too mu | 
that I was a ftranger to that repentance which 


W a OS. ates 


to teſtify my 
conflicts I felt in my own- mind, the tempta- 


larly was I aſſaulted with this temptation, that 


gion ſome years hence, 
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not improper to inquire what my condition 


wou'd have been had that been the caſe; and 


as we knew not which of us ſhould be call'd 


next, we ought not to reſt ſatisfied till we 


had ground to we were prepar d for this 


+ 


great and awful ch n 


8 hs 4 e WT 5 
Eli. I remember this now, and that you 


was much griev'd for the loſs of your compa- 
nion; but I could not perceive by any thing 


I cou'd get out of you, that the thoughts of 


your own death, or a future ſtate, had made 


* 
— 


Ma. Not much indeed, till your ſeaſonable 
advice put me upon ſerious reflection. I got 
by myſelf, and endeavour'd to ſearch my own 
heart, and conſider my — 5 3 and upon a | 

h ground. to feay 


is unto life, and that faith which works by 
love, and purifies the heart; that all my re- 
kgion confiſted in keeping from the groſſer 
of fin, and attending on publick and fa- 


| mily worſhip, and ſometimes ſecret prayer. f 


But that all this was owing to the religious 
education we have had, and not from any real 
delight I found in duty, or any deſire herein 
obedience to God. The various 


tions I had to ſtifle theſe convictions, as I have 
before done, F cannot tell you ; but particu- 


it was time enough for me to think on reli- | 
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Eli. The inſtance of mortality fo lately be- 
5 your eyes, and I ſuppoſe not out of your 
thoughts, was a ſufficient argument to repel che 
force of ſuch a temptation. | 

Ha. That's true, one might Sl think ſos 3 
but, alas! I know not whether I ſhou'd not 
have been carried away by it, had it nat pleas'd: 
God to lay his hand upon me, which much 
alarm'd me again, and I was under the utmoſt 
concern left I ſhould be taken away before [ 
bad made effectual proviſion for * ne, 
of my immortal _ Toe 

Eli. Well, Maria, 1 think you heard a 
very ſuitable diſcourſe to day. 

A7a. I did ſo; and I can't but admire the 
kand of God in it, that I ſhould be ſo de- 
firous to go, notwithitanding the diſorder I 
was under (which you know made mamma 
loth to have me go). for it was a ſeaſon which 
I truſt will never be forgot by me. 

Eli. I was very glad you went, and thought 
the diſcourſe peculiarly ſuitable. to you, as it 
was your birth-day. But now I know what 
had paſt in your mind before, ..it- appears 


to have been much more ſo, It was a: moft 


incouraging ſermon to young ones. 
Ma. When Mr. - nam'd the text, 
Wilt thou not from this time cry unto me, my 
Father, thou art the guide of my youth, me- 
thought every word ſeem'd directed to me in 
rticiar; and it was with eagerneſs and de- 
light I attended both to the opening and ap- 
plying of them. This afternoon J have been 
ſome time retir'd, reflecting on what I had 


heard, 
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heard, and applying 1t to my ſelf after the fol- 
lowing manner, I am now twelve years old, 
ſhall I not then from this time, this remarka- 
ble day, take God for my father, ſince he is 
graciouſly pleas'd to offer to adopt me for his. 
child. He will abundantly make up the loſs: 
of my earthly father; he will be as ready and 
more able to be the guide of my youth, if I 
commit my ſelf to his conduct. Theſe and 
ſuch like reflections were followed by a full 
reſolution, to delay no longer the important 
affair; and I truſt I have now with my whole 
heart given up my ſelf to God in Chri/, put 
my ſelf under the conduct of his word and 
Spirit, and enter'd into covenant, to be from 
this day his obedient child; and he has been 

pleas'd to teſtify his acceptance of the ſolemn 
ſurrender I have made of my ſelf to him, by 
the peace and joy I have felt in my own 
breaſt, which I long'd to let you know, being 
very ſenſible of the greatneſs of your love for 
me, and the concern you have ſhown for my 
welfare, eſpecially what relates to my everlaſt- 
ing happineſs. 3 5 

Eli. Dear Myra, this news rejoiceth my 


heart, now I truſt my wiſhes and prayers for | 


you will be fully anſwered; now I with a 
new pleaſure look upon you, as related to me 
not only in the bonds of nature but grace ; now 
T have one to converſe with on religious ſub- 
jects, which I had not before, having no body 
I cou'd be free with. I hope now (my dear) 
we ſhall ſpend many pleaſant hours together, 

| in 
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in ſuch converſation as ſhall be moſt for our 
mutual comfort and 3 55 

Ma. Pray let us get by our ſelves as often 
as we can, for I ſhall be glad of your Aſſiſtancæ 
— 14 and ſtrengthen me in the ways of 


